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WELCOME, BELOVED CHILDREN OF GOD! Today we are reminded of the hope we 

have through baptism. [Sundays and Seasons] 
 

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER!  We invite you to try one of our listening devices, 
which allows you to sit anywhere in the sanctuary. They are available by speaking to 
an usher, Tom Kearns or David Crouse. 
 

PINK PRAYER CARDS:  You may write names for prayer on a pink card found in the 
pew rack. Please place your card on the altar rail for inclusion in the prayers of the 
day. If you wish a name to be added to our printed prayer list (for four weeks) 
please write “Prayer List” on the card. Please be sure this prayer request is 
approved by the person for whom we are praying. 
 

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!”  Christ Lutheran’s Prayer Chain is available daily for 
prayer for members, friends and family.   You may call JoAnn Sallo, chairperson at 
201-666-2156 or the church office with your joys or concerns. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION:  All who are baptized are invited to the table where Christ is 
bodily present in the bread and wine. At the directions of our ushers, all who are 
able kneel at the rail to receive this gift. The individual cups contain wine and grape 
juice (grape juice is in the center of the tray). A common cup with wine is also 
available. Children who commune should hold out their hands to the server.  
 

NURSERY FACILITIES: There is a self-serve Nursery and Infant Room for young children 
accompanied by their parents. The Infant Room contains a bathroom with a changing 
table. These rooms are located along the hallway from the side door of the sanctuary. 
 

NEED AN OFFERING ENVELOPE?  We have envelopes in the pews for you. Please 
include your contact information or envelope number.  We also accept checks 
online.   Visit our website (www.clc4u.com) and click on “Give” to learn how to set 
up an account with your bank information. Thank you for your gift! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Interim Choir Director/Organist: Teresa Shyr 
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 
instagram.com/clc4u 

 @christwoodcliff 

Open on Sundays: 9:00 and 10:30 am 

http://www.clc4u.com/
mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/


PRELUDE 
CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER REQUESTS 
          [Pink prayer cards with your joys or concerns may be placed on the altar rail.] 
 

[For today’s worship all portions in italics will be spoken by our worship leaders. Congregational responses are in 
bold-faced type.] 

 [Please stand as you are able.] 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
 the eternal voice from heaven, 
 the anointed and beloved one, 
 the Spirit moving over the waters. 
Amen. 
 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, trusting the love of 
 Christ crucified and risen. God who searches us and knows us, 
  you have shown us what is good, 
  but we have looked to other lights to find our way. 
We have not been just in our dealings with others. 
We have chosen revenge over mercy. 
We have promoted ourselves 
 instead of walking humbly with you. 
With what shall we come before you? 
Forgive us our sin, 
 and show us your salvation 
 in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
Beloved of God, 
 you have not received the spirit of the world, 
 but the Spirit that is from God, 
 poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 
Receive the promise of baptism: 

 You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
 Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.     
And also with you. 
[We share the peace via handshake or the peace sign.] 



[Remain standing] 

GATHERING SONG – “Gather Us In”    [ELW 532, all verses] 

 
[Text and Music Reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A-715430  All rights reserved.] 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 



KYRIE 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into 
Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all 
with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    [The congregation may sit] 
 

THE FIRST READING – Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 



THE SECOND READING – Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;       40but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead.  42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.” 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    [Please stand as you are able.] 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to St. Matthew 3:13-17 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.   14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, 
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



[The congregation may sit.] 

SERMON – Make Waves 
 

[Please stand as you are able.] 

HYMN OF THE DAY –  “Oh, Love, How Deep”     [ELW 322, all verses]  

 

 
[Text and Tune: public domain; Arrangement, OneLicense.net #A-715430  All rights reserved.] 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   [The congregation may sit.] 

Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the 
world, and all who long to hear God’s voice.     [A brief silence.] 
 

Renewing God, thank you for the gift of baptism especially for Henry, his family, and 
all who are preparing for baptism. Guide our bishops, Elizabeth and Tracie, and all 
who shepherd your people. Give your church boldness to proclaim your promises. 
Tear down obstacles of injustice so that your word of hope reaches the ends of the 
earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty God, we rejoice in the glory of your creation: the beauty of rivers and 
streams, glaciers and oceans, lakes and ponds. Bring restoration to your earth, 
renewal to places suffering from natural and climate disasters including Australia, 
and free us from overuse and abuse of water, air, and land. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of peace, we give thanks for order in the midst of chaos, though we long for 
greater justice in our world. Raise up wise and compassionate servant leaders. We 
pray for Donald, the President; the US Senate; the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and all who 
serve in the military - especially those who are in harm's way. Guide every leader so 
that all people may experience your reign of peace.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, thank you for the powerful healing we witness through doctors and 
nurses, medication, therapy, and holistic means. Break through clouds of pain and 
anguish with your voice of comfort. Proclaim hope to all who grieve, and send 
healing to all who are sick, especially. . . 

Jon Acito, Beverly Albert, Dolores Albert, Susan Bachstetter, Sharon Bongard,  
Jim Christensen, Elizabeth Danko, Bill Daub, Ken Eastlund, Eric, Jackson Fehr, Gabrielle,   

Mae Hulburt, Camp Koinonia,  Ruben Moreno, Lorraine Sadlon, JoAnn Sallo,  
Niko, Jimmy Saladino, Alice Sheer, Nancy Sweet, Mary Zeigler  

and the family and friends of Milo Vlahov 
God of courage, we rejoice in this community of hope. Strengthen all who are 
preparing for baptism and renew the faith of sponsors, mentors, parents, 
grandparents, friends, and all who guide the newly baptized in this life of joy.      
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



God of hope, unleash your Spirit to increase our trust in you. We give thanks for the 
lives of the saints who inspire us with lives of baptismal witness.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING     [Solo:  Katie Suarez] 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THRIVENT 
 

THE OFFERING IS TAKEN  
 

THE ELEMENTS ARE RECEIVED AND THE OFFERTORY IS SUNG 
 

OFFERTORY SONG–“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  [ELW 815, vs. 1, stand as able.]  

 
[Text and Music reprinted under OneLicense.net License #A-715430.  All rights reserved.] 



 
 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray.  
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 
bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 
blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout 
for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PREFACE 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Come, not because you are perfect but because, through Christ Jesus, you are invited. 
 [The congregation may sit.] 

HOLY COMMUNION 
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. 

At the direction of our ushers, everyone who is able kneels at the rail.  
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),  

followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups. A chalice with wine is also available.  
Children and all who have not received First Communion will receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.] 
 

 [The following songs are sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.] 

COMMUNION SONG - “Lamb of God” 

 



COMMUNION SONG  –  “What Feast of Love”     [ELW 487, all verses] 

 
[Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain; text reprinted, OneLicense.net #A-715430  All rights reserved.] 
 
[Please stand as you are able.] 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
 his grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath 
 and give us bread for the journey. 
Send us out in service to this world that you love, 
 telling the amazing news of your coming to be Savior and Lord of all. 
Amen. 

THE BLESSING 
Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the☩ Child in the manger, and strength 
from the Spirit of life be blessings for you today and forever. Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG – “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”    [ELW 836—all verses] 

 
 [Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  
 



REFLECTION:    Troubled Waters                                                   Pastor Marc A. Stutzel 
So what are we supposed to do with Jesus' baptism?  
 
Today's celebration, to me at least, is a little off kilter. I have always wondered why 
Jesus, as a member of the Trinity, needed to be baptized in the first place? Jesus is 
Jesus so there's no need for him to be united with himself and, as God, he has no Sin. 
Also, as we see in all four gospels, the words we use during our baptism are not the 
same words used by John. Jesus' baptism is not like our own yet we use the same 
word for both. So what are we to do with today's gospel reading knowing that Jesus 
was baptized?  
 
Well, one thing we can do is to admit that Jesus' baptism is not like our own. And 
that's okay. Even the four gospel writers struggled to describe what this event in 
Jesus' life actually meant. They knew it was important because it defined the start of 
Jesus' work in Galilee but that baptism is also important to us because it defines the 
start of our life as faithful followers of Jesus. We can, I think, shift our questions away 
from asking why Jesus was baptized and instead discover what his baptism showed 
us. And I think, by being baptized, Jesus invited us to see how faithful acts can be a 
sign of active faith. Because in those moments when we struggle to see God and 
believe, one faithful act can show us that Jesus is still here.  
 
As ELCA Lutherans, one of our guiding worship documents is called "The Use of 
Means of Grace." In its section on baptism, it says: "By Water and the Word in 
Baptism, we are liberated from sin and death by being joined to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. In Baptism God seals us by the Holy Spirit and marks us with 
the cross of Christ forever. Baptism inaugurates a life of discipleship in the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Baptism conforms us to the death and resurrection of Christ 
precisely so that we repent and receive forgiveness, love our neighbors, suffer for the 
sake of the Gospel, and witness to Christ."  
 
What baptism doesn't do, however, is make our faith a static thing. Since Jesus lived 
and lives, we have a faith that lives too. And like life, faith will ebb and flow, increase 
and decrease, fill us with hope and leave us feeling empty. Yet our baptism is always 
active, moving us to trust that God loves us, Jesus is with us, and that the Spirit is 
empowering us towards the hope that never ends. When you struggle to see Jesus in 
your life, know that even he was baptized. And since you were baptized, you are also 
a beloved child of God.   


